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GREEN TRADEMARKS:
WHICH LEGAL RISKS LURK
IN THE NEW BUSINESS ERA?

An Article by Vassilios Bekas, Supreme Court Attorney at Law, Founding Partner, Bekas & Associates Law Offices

>Tn ouyxpovn €noxn Tng nepifai-
AovTIKAG evuaioOnTonoinong, ol
enixelprioei¢ avalnTolVv CUVEX®WG
Tpdnoug va npofBdAAouv To npdoivo
Kal @IAIkS npog To nepiffdAiov
npo®iA Toug. Mia oTpaTnyikn givai

n dnuioupyia Kal kKatoxUpwon
npdoivwv onudTtwy (green
trademarks), Ta onoia dsixvouv

OTI T NPOIOVTA | Ol UNNPECIEG
nAnpouv nepifailovTikd npdtuna

1 akoAouBoUV PIAIKEG NPAKTIKEG.
Mapd Ta onNUAVTIKA NAEOVEKTAUATA, N
KaToxUpwon Kal xprion Twv npdcivoyv
OoNMATWY EVEXEI VOUIKOUG KIVOUVOUG
nou anaiTolVv NPOCEKTIKN dlaxeipion.

Greenwashing: Otav éva npdaivo
oAMa XpnolJonolegiTal yia va
unepTtovioel TNV nepiBailAovTiki
eubuvn xwpig NnpaypaTiki Bdon
MNopPEi va ENIPEPEI VOUIKEG
ouvénelieg. To paAIVOUEVO, YVWOTO WG
greenwashing, uynopei va odnyroel ce
KaTtayyeAieg and katavaAwTég, MKO
Kal PUBUICTIKEG APXEQ.

In the modern era of environmental
awareness, businesses seek ways to
enhance their green and eco-friendly
image. To achieve this, they employ
green trademarks, which indicate that
a company'’s products or services meet
environmental standards or follow
eco-friendly practices. Despite their
significant advantages, the use of
green trademarks entails legal risks that
require careful management.

Greenwashing: When a green trademark
is used to overstate a company'’s
environmental responsibility  having
no real basis, it can have legal
consequences. This  phenomenon,
known as greenwashing, can result in
complaints from consumers, NGOs, and
regulatory authorities.

Trademark Registration and Intellectual
Property: The process of registering
a green trademark can be complex,
requiring proof that the mark is
distinctive and does not infringe on

KaTtoxupwon kai MNveuuaTikd
AikaiwuaTa: H diadikacia katoxupwong
€vO¢ NPAcIVOU CAPATOG PNOPEi va

gival NePINAOKN, anaITOVTAg anddeign
o6TI TO onpa gival SIaKPITIKS Kal Oev
napafidler AAAa gpynopikd chuara.

H xprion napduoiwyv onudtwyv

and dAAeg eTaipeieg pnopei va
NEOKAAECE! SIAUNAXEC NEPI MVEUPATIKWV
SIKAIWPATWV.

Jupuoppwaon ue Aiedvr MNpdTuna:

O1 d1ebveig enixelprioeIg Npénel va
dlac@alioouv 6Tl Ta npdoiva ouatd
TOUG CUUHUOP@®VOVTAI UE TA NPATUNA
Kdl TOUG KAVOVICHOUG TWV XWPWV
dnou dpacTnplonolouvTal, OCTE Va
ano@UYouUV VOUIKEG SIANAXES Kal
KUPWOEIG.

Anoédeign MepiBaAlovTikdV loxuplopwv:
Ma Tnv kaToxUpwon Kal Xprion evog
npdcivou criuaTog, N ENIXeipnon

npénel va anodei&el Toug nepiBai-
AOVTIKOUG IOXUPICHUOUG TNG, KATI Mou
MNOpPEi va anaiTei TEXVIKEG avaAUoEelg,

other trademarks. The use of similar
marks by other companies can lead to
intellectual property disputes.

Compliance: International businesses
must ensure that their green trademarks
comply with the standards and
regulations of the countries where they
operate to avoid legal disputes and
sanctions.

Substantiating Environmental Claims: To
register and use a green trademark, a
company must be able to substantiate its
environmental claims through technical
analyses, third-party certifications and
continuous monitoring.

Managing Legal Risks: To avoid legal
risks, businesses must be transparent
about their environmental claims,
conduct thorough research and
documentation, collaborate with legal
advisors and regularly review their
practices.

MICTONOINCEIG and TPITOUG KAl CUVEXA
napakoAouBnon.

Alaxeipion Twv Nopik®v Kivouvwv:
Mpokeluévou va anopUyouV VOUIKOUG
KIVOUVOUG, Ol EMIXEIPAOEIG NPENEI

va ival d1apaveig Kal EIANIKPIVEIG
OXETIKA PE TOUG NEPIBAANOVTIKOUG
ICXUPICHOUG ToUug, va dieEAyouy unepl-
OTATWUEVN EPEUVA KAl TEKUNPIWON, Va
ouvepydlovTdl Je VOUIKOUG oulfouAoug
Kal va avaBewpouv Kal enikaiponolouyv
TIG MPAKTIKEG TOUG TAKTIKA.

>uvoyilovTag, Ta npdoiva ocuaTta
anoTteAolV Ioxupd epyaleio yia Tnv
evioxuon TnNG NePIBAAAOVTIKAG EIKOVAG
piag enixeipnong. Qotdoo, N xprion

TOUG AnaITEl NPOCEKTIKA dlaxeipion yia
TNV Ano®uyr VOUIKOV NPpoBAnudTwy.

Me Tn cwoTH oTPATNYIKA KAl VOUIKA
kaBodrynon, ol eENIXeIPACEIG ynopouv va
EKMETAAAEUTOUV TA OPEAN TWV NPACIVRV
onudTwy, dIaTnPEWVTAg TNV aglonioTia Kal
TN VOUIKA Toug aopdAeia.

In summary, green trademarks are a
powerful tool for enhancing a company’s
environmental image. However, their use
requires careful management to avoid
legal issues. With the right strategy and
legal guidance, businesses can harness
the benefits of green trademarks while
maintaining their credibility and legal
security.
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